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difficulty in the narrative contained in the first verses
of John v.; because we cannot reduce the account oi
the descent of the Angel into the water to give it a
healing power under any known , arrangement of the
divine economy. We receive it, then, on the general
credit of the Revelation of which it forms part.6

4.  For the same reason, viz., the want of a declared
object, a prejudice is excited when the professed worker
is silent, or diffident as to his own power; since our
general experience of Providence leads us to suppose
that miraculous powers will not be committed to an
individual who is not also prepared for his office by
secret inspiration.    This speaks strongly against the
cures ascribed by Tacitus to Vespasian, and would be
an objection to our crediting the prediction uttered by
Caiaphas, if separated from its context, or prominently
brought forward to rest an argument upon.    It is in
general a characteristic of the Scripture system, that
Miracles and inspiration go together/

5.  With a view to specify the object distinctly, some
have required that the Miracle should be wrought after
the delivery of the messaged   A message delivered
an indefinite time after the Miracle, while it cannot

e The verse containing the account of the Angel is wanting
in many MSS. of authority, and is marked as suspicious by
Griesbach. The mineral spring of Bethesda is mentioned by
Eusebius as celebrated even in his day.

f Douglas, Criterion,   Warburton, Sermon on Resurrection.

s Fleetwood, Farmer, and others.